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T \l I V L i: SHEET.
In the Uritiah House ot I>»r»ls the relation» of t.roat

Urilain to tlio llrusacl.» Cuiikti¦»« wiro JiacusseiL The
tari of Derby «al.I «kal the British lOPNOOOtOtlVO
viinUi not bo emu .vv. r. d to cousent to atav

new rule« ; he OTOOM «imply watch ami
rcpoit ttio proceed i n ir». -*=.. The Count dt-
Clitiiiibonl has Issiibd a oianlft-ato in which be favor« a.
limited monarchy id France, but reject« the formula
that tin« Km».' n ¡K'tir» Imt does not gnvorn. «.-.-. V- ty
favorable account« of the cou llliou lu ludia are nub-
JisUivd.
Great destitution i« prevailing in Ponth Wegtern Mlu-

ntNtota, raused by ttie destrm tnni of the crups i,y grass-
boppers. r-.r-n Kx-G'.v. Jt-well of <Ji)iin<ctlcut, now

«Minister at 8t. I'ettrsbur».', ha« been appointed Pnst-
niaaler-Geueral, Me boa itceeptcd. -.-a Ttie new Dis-
tnot of Columbia C'ouiuiisslou as-umed coutrol of affiir«
yeaterday.
Tauiiiiauy threatened to call up m the Governor to

j-'üi'V- I!..- Mu) or fur rnappi'HHlUi» PolleO <'niiim!.».sn.n-
<r« Charliclt aud Gardner =^= Sixty dealt r» were hi-

tlicted for Belling liquor without il(eu«e«. ¦ The
K^v. Heury Ward he«< Inr In In« la«! Friday iilfc'lit talk
before vacation, suuinie.l up hi« mini-ii-y. w=-=a> John I'.
Garrlbti r< ad a paper on .' lit drophobia " before the
Modioal Library and Journal Association. » ¦ rjurru-

gikte Ilimliiiih's refused to admit the will of Roll«vu»-cii,
ot the codicil, lo probate. -¦ j A brutal milkman BU
aaulted and nearly killed an nn'-d couple In Brooklyn.
«j i j Tlie Cuuimissiiiiiers of C'haritie« and CorrccMnn
l».'»;an re.lu. in»: the «alarie« in their Department, and
threaten to abolish some of the pul.ile institutions on

the Uland«, aat-aa Gold, liof. UCHj. lb.. laeriiiotnet.-r,
7»', ti°, 6V _^________________i

Mr. ItccclK-r'a ruiiiiiiihj» np of hi-» experience
»ud life-work, gloom in Iii.« laut Friday even-

in ' prayer meetm»-» talk yesterday, and el-( -

wLero iepoittd, will cminiand wide atteution.

The Count de Cham.»ort. li i« issued a mam-
feato in which hl8 evident desire to OOCOf« iii»-
aupport of the Constitutioiml MotinniiiKtri i.

aliowii to conflitt, io a remarkable nianiit i,
"ffith his claim to rule by divine aut-horily.
The National Association of Woolen Manu¬

facturers cxprcrw thfir reason», f(,r opttMÚug
the Canadian Kfciproeity Tieaty in the r.¦-..-

lutions [irintid elsewhi re. K.'presenting oik-

«of the j/reat lndustne« of the louutry, their
otatenients ure certain to receive au attentive
¦wtiriiif
The Attornoy General is really veiv unkind.

He refuse» to allow llistiict-Attoriity Harring¬
ton to proaecnto the burglars in the notorioua
aafe burglary caoe. This, too, tv lien then ir-

every reasou to believe that he kuows more

about Um case than any other living man, not

«xCa&ptiuK the piiuoner«, the ni uti ven. It is t<x>

bad, after a man has done ao much as Mr.
Harrington hah to prepare this case, to keep
«him out vf the trial of it.

Gov. Ki-mper's flroll demonstration has called
atttntiori early to the present political Kitua-

«ion io Virginia. The comsjroadeut who i \-

lilaina, on I lie tliird pago of this morning's
TttlBL'Ki, the progpicts lu the gcvir.il (on

frrcrtoiona! DratrictO of til tit ¡St.iU», is thor-

ttmimtlil, iii!«jim(<l " 1 «.(.-. ii »te. The

rpmhot of hi« investigation i« a statement of
tho probnbility that the five Republicans and
font- Conservatives representing Virginia in

the present Congress are likely to be suo-

(.»¦«'»li'tl k9 «ix Conservatives anil four Kepub-
Ueaaf,
The ravage« of grasshoppers in »»»me of the

eoBBtiea in Miafeiarta have Beea so terribly
»lestructive that all the crops have been hw. pt
away completely, a*« by fire. The destitution

earned bj this visitation is so whlespnad and

completo that upon the testimony of trust

ivorthy men who liavc traversed the devasta¬

ted rt-ion <i«»v. l'avis has issued a circular
letter to the («ranges of the State, asking
th» ir aid IO relieve the distress. Assistance
has not be»-n asked outside the Suite, but con¬

tributions from any sour»*»-, a«ldr»ssed to Gen.
H. H. Mblaar, at st. PbbJ, will b»* gratefully
received and immediately used for the relief
of the sufferers.

-?

The new Commission for the government of
the District of Columbia organized yesterday
anti made a good beginning in the work of
overhauling th«* legacy of anarchy, cxliava-'
gance and misrule left them by the Shepherd
Administration. The results of the first day's
investigation prove that the half of tho mis-
»loiugs of the old Ring haa not been told.
The manner in which the new Commission
takes hold of Itg work promises well for a

thorough reform in the District Govern ment,
to the r» lief of tho burdened tax-payers and
the satisfaction of tho people of the whole
country who have been disgraced by the
scandals of the King.

The decision of Surrogato Hutchings setting
aside the will and codicil of Frederich Roll¬
wagen digfMMCS of an estât»» of several millions
<;f dollars. The cist, is r.-niai kable not only
for the amount involved but for the extra¬

ordinary length aad bitterness ol the litigation
in the contest of the will. The evidence in
the cas;- fills many thOBBBBda of pages of manu¬

script, and the printed argument, of Henry L.
(linton for tho victorious contestants alone
makes a volume of two hundred anti fifty
pages. The trial has extended over several
months. Tlio decision of the Surrogato virtu¬

ally declares the will to have been manufac¬
tured anti th«* infant claimant not to have
been a child of the decedent.

There seems to be no end to the rascalities
«practiced under the short-lived government
of Messrs. Shepherd & Co. in the District of
Columbia. Fired by the example of their white
brethren in higln-r station, two colorcil states¬
men.un«- .1 member of the District Legisla¬
ture, BBOBMBgef in the Controller's offloe, and
President of a Republican Club; the other a

gradante of Howard University! and clerk in
the office of the Collector of the District.un¬
dertook to turn a dishonest penny by fogging
orders on the Controller. The latter »»Hirer
being opposed, mi' presume, to attacks upon
the characters of faithful public officers, did
not concern himself with discovering the
forgers, and so the polio»- took the business m
hand and caught the oib'iiders. UpOB tin
whole that District Government was a rather
interesting nest.

It will not surprise those who observed the
extraordinary efforts which were required in
some »»f the smaller colleges to placo a crew

at Spriiigti»-I(l, that in sei eral instances the
boating fever passed its climax last year. But
tin« views of those who expected that sooner

or later the annual regatta would be sifted
«lowii to the old conti it between Ilarvani and
Yale will be som» what modified by the letter
of our correspondent on the third naga, which
shows goo-l ground fog believing thal Coreel]
will, at idl events, continue to be a penna-
nent competitor for aquatic laurels. This
y» .ir she too has sent a crew of remarkable
physical power, including one man who is
noticeablo in this respect even among the
young giants gathered at Saratoga. It seems

probable, however, than an absurd system
of overtraining is injuring this crew, and
diminishing a prospect of success otherwise
exceptionally excellent.

About four thousand of the liquor dealers
of the city.that is, above one-half the whole
number engaged in the .»-tail traffic.are in
open revolt against the Excise laws. A largo
and rich lobby in this interest vainly urged
the last Legislature to reduce their lio«'iiso
f»'«-s, and have taken the present step as a last
effort to nullify the Excise law. The Exciso
Board in response have not sued the dealers,
as they expected, but have quietly secured
the indict ment of sixty of the most active
leaders in the revolt. If convicted of violat¬
ing the Excise laws the guilty dealers may be
lined $300 and sent to BlackPBlTg Island for
one year. The summary trial and punishment
of a few of those iudicted will donbÜCM bring
the others to their sens«««. We h»>pe the Dis¬
trict Attorney will pursue the matter promptly.
There aro few outside of the 8,000 liquor «deal¬
ers in the city who will not agree with us in
saying that the fees for license are already
too low, and the Excise law and police regu¬
lations concerning »Irani shops too lax.

The continuance of tho Indian Commission,
after the resignation of Messrs. Stuart, Do»lgo,
and the other members who gave it character
and the confidence of the country, is of course
a taeblg farce, modeled upon the continuance
of the Civil Service Commission after its
original Commissioners had discovered their
limitations ami ne«» ssary failure. With the
best of men the new Indian Commission can

no more »lo what was expected of h than the
geooad Civil Service Comm ..«.sion did. The
appointments at the beg! can only bo a re-

spggg-Ug way of coviriiig a break down. At
the wannt, they may piove a means of con-
<¦< aling such practices in the Interior Depart-
inent as mtiv well make the latter end of the
Indian problem worse than th»- first..Mean¬
time tht.se who think the view here taken of
the liulian Commission too gloomy, will ,),,
well to consult the lett« from the late <b rk
of the Board, which we punt this
morning on the fourth page. The Com¬
mission« rs thoms»-Ives have b» » n little
digpaaed to argo* their ease in the
new.-.papcrs. The, clerk has no such hesi¬
tation, aud the facts he gives c»»ineruing the
Department of the Interior, and the constant
e-btts to thwart tim actions of the Conamia-
sioners. ure the best pioBaiUa BOBMBent OS) the
appointment by the Secretary of tin Interior
ol B new Comiiiiâsiou to take the pUcg of
the one he drove away.

Tammany evidently means vigorous and in¬
dignant war on' both the convicted Police
Commissioners and tho Mayor who ha» reap-
pointed them. If the programme upon which
the Democratic bailers yesterday resolved eng
be carried out, there will be lively times for
the (io vernor, the (J rand Jury, ami tin Couru.
Il embraces the suspension of the Mayor by
the <j,ovcmor, the r-iuiictiucut of the Ççinmig-

«ioner» by the General Seasiono Grand Jury,
and their immediate trial ltefore Hackett or

Sutherland. Jt looks at first like a big under¬
taking. Hut recalling the strong language of
the (»(»vernor in reviewing the oiTicial felonies
of Hritton, whom he removed in -»pit»« of the

great influence brought to save him, and the

prompt and positive manner in which he
acted in declaring vacant tho ofti-ye* of the
convicted Commissioners in both Brooklyn
mid New-York, it will appear less unlikcly
than al lirst tnat ('. »v. 1 >ix may continue, in
the cases now brought up, the. same resolute
policy ho has heretofore pursued. Uf the
wisdom of tlie movement resolved on by
Tammany it is not possible just now to speak,
but he mistakes the political situai ion and dot s

not fully comprehend public feeling on UM
subject who thinks tliat its succe»s is cer¬

tainly impossible. ||( .intime, it will bo ob¬

served, that tho Police Hoard does not get
reorgani/.((l. Messis. Iiisbcckcr and Dm vee

balance Messrs. Charhck and Gardner; and
so long as tile former refuse to recognize the

latta as l'olico Commissioners, the disorgan¬
ization seems complete.

POLITICAL s nMU I.i NTs.

After all it may lie that Mayor Ilavemever
has done us a real service, (.en. (¡rant

remaiked a great many years ago that tin-
best way to secure the n-peal of a bad law
was to enforce it striclly. It was one of those
sensible and pithy things that he used to say
now mid then, in the early days ol hil public
career.a time separated from the près« ni bj
such a great gulf of disagreeable occurrences

that it .-ceins like a dim huendary era, and
the aphoiisins to which it gave birth Bound
:h loss the troubh d ii,t< I val like the maxims

of saints and sages, 'ihe vicious principle of

collecting the national revenue on share» had
been recognized in tin- Treasury I ii partnicnt for
v ears and might hilve continued in fore fofOTI r.

had no1 Messis. Hiiiitvvcll, liichirdsoii, Saw vii,

and J.iintitld dev« loped limn it the ¡i-toni-li-

ing abuses recently iincovi led by a Committee

of Investigation. l.i< lianKon WOM tub rated
until he led to Saiiborn. The Custom-house
could not be reformed until it Nt.ntlnl the

country by producing «lavne. lbitleri-ni was

noiirisiieil until it brought foith Simmons and
the Kte.iling of telegrains. l.ven the discredit
of the Dir-trict King would have beOB incom-

plitc had not the President rou »ed thfl indig¬
nation ol the (-»uiilry by r.iioiniii ding vh. ;>-

held to the place fiolil which Ci>n_'¡.OJO had

just deposed him. The truth is, we had grown
used to wrongs am) scandals of all kinds

by such slow decrees that tlu-y seldom
alarmed us. The abuse of the civil
«service, the prostitution 0. QoTCn«nen( otlices

to pirtisan ends, the wholesale extortion ol

inoiiey for politic ii purposes, the i».iyiiient of

party sei vice willi lal places.theso vicious

practices which lay at the root ot the corrup-
tio:i of the times had ck pt into OÍR system of
adiiiinistiation lillie by lulle, and we hardly
minded them, Perquisites grew into pecula¬
tion, shrewdness developi-d lato swindling, the

sin ut operator who began by m inipiilating
ballots got ko cracking sales and buying
bills, and still the honest méma sieuied
inseii-ilile of what was going on ¡intuid
th»«m. and were not ashamed to sit at

meat with the tim ves and to send them ko
Congress. The moral OOBsOO of the community
iu short being very much nui down, a .-»tinni-

l.uit sei lind nee ssaiy to t nie it up again.
Th.' public has taken several siiong d..s. s,

and begins we think to feel a little better.
The rcappoiiitnieiit of Charlie!, and (.urdlu r

has stund the whole linly pihüc iiom its
lethargy. There is an eirort now to throw off
impunties fioin the r-y.tcni. The languid
organs resume their normal activity. The
sluggish, conscience wakes.
For it is not Mayor llavem.yer, as we have

several tunes remarked, who should bo held

principally responsible for this gre it wrong.
His conduct is denounced in valions qniiters
as an unparalleled outrage, an indecent nH. out,

to the people. We cannot MC that it is any¬

thing ot the kind. Mr. Il iveiin-ver is doing
just what he was told to do by the politicians
who made him Mayor. Is anybody simple.
enough to imagine that he was nominated for

the purpose of giving tis an honest and im¬

partial administration 1 Does any ODO dream
that the Charter was made what it is urdir
that the eily might be wi ll-govi rued Ï lines
not everybody know that the factions which sup¬
ported the Mayor always intended ti» have the
Police Hoard organized tor part is,in interests, and
always desired that the Commissioners should
appoint Inspectors of klectiou on precisely the
principle which Charhck and Cardin r

adopted? The trouble with the Mayor is not
that he abused the outside public but that he
cheated his partners. 'liny meant from
the first that the public should be swindled ;
when they are cheated themselves it seems

to them high time for Mr. lim .meyer
to be removed. Against that prnpo«al of
course we have not a word to toj. Bal
let us not charge to the ignorant and im¬
becile cunning of one obi gentleman an ofteOM
which springs originally from our own dm.
gard of duty. There his been no rcloini yet
of the New-York City (iovernnii nt. Connolly
and Genet aro in exile, and Tweed is
in a striped jacket ; but the same

syst.ni of political chicanery, the Haine

roguery at the polls, the same (IU.t.iccIuI
misuse of olhcial position which made those
worthies i ich and powert ul, Ihuuish abundantly
under their niiin-iira. The rcfoiiu move¬

ment of lw?l never faiily took hold al the
people, It was anes'ed by a political faction
before it had got headway, and instead of
being allowed to sweep through the (¡epuii-
meiits, carrying aw.ty the foul accumulation-,
of the Tammany lung, it w.ts diverted by the
new partisan conspirators to turn the wheels
of their little machine. 01 course we .see the
old ah ims npiinging iii» again. 'Ihe tint step
is to control the counting of votes. The second
will be to rob the treasury.
There is only »»ne remedy, and it i» in our

own hands. I.et u-. tiy the novel t xpeiiiiienl
of cb -cling a Mayor for his litiicss, «,,.,.. ...¦ ,,}
Ins politic«, ¡mil we shall be spared the HM0'
tacle id Tammany and the Ciistotn-hoiise tear¬

ing Ni w-York to pices, hke two dogs quar¬
reling over a bone.

TAX. DOIH.ISG.
The tax-dodging policy has lor several years

been applied to oin City finances t.» | ti lily
colossal extent. Many of our citizens ei-

pci i.illy s une in po itimis of high triint, «tim

a.-liiallv ko li» In ve thal ft late ol expenditure
on. thud gieatci than the eulin income (,ui
be kept up for au indefinit«' Bambi r rj| yean.
We ».innot p.i-.i,.il. oiiisi-hi-s, bowerei that
tin same conduct which would rum any pii-
vale ( ¡li/.eu will n,,t ruin Ihe ( ;l, ul |il«|
York, if loaf porOta.Ofj i.. Howat«, .Iir
iresetit i.iiruiuwts ia «simply to pn«a»._,t a few
.'un», as a mutter of current Beo/a, The*,-

c-"' towoi iii aa .¦....-. ,,( ti_v j.,,i,i,,4 ..

ness of the City and County of New-York and
the cash in the Treasury, as officially stated
for the Üith of June in each of the last thr»-e

years :
CKf OMm »'.«.> o« ¦'.*'¦

Jaa* 30. 1 ST'J. .glili.HVi.l7t #ii:)¿. »ii

Jua- 1<» M7 I _ Uti) -Ml» «».*>¦.» S 16 S
Ja,,. .»«' IsTI. ... lJ-4.03.'».'»7a i.'-ti'i tim

The amount of the City debt, as above given,
is exclu-.il«' of the stocks and bonds consti¬
tuting the Sinking Tumi. Tim amount of the
cash on han»! is the sum total of the bal¬

ances in the City ami County Treasuri-s and

Sinking rum!. The Sinking Fiitnl has in-
ereeeed Be« million »Inll.irs in the two years,
but the debt has inore.iso«l sufliciently to wipe
out theil) live millions and g.iin eighteen
millions more; to which add thiee and one-

half millions »leciease in the cash balances,

ami we liinl ourselves twenty-sir anti one-half
million iliillnrx wor»e oil'than i\e were BB the
Fourth of duly two years ago.
The amount raised by taxation in 1ST2 was

**:,.!,n:,»;,-''iO. The amount raised in 187.5 was

$17,008,706. The nmount to be raised in 1H74

is $9130)811, What BB example is hero set

to the lu'wh-m ina« d clerk, who, with ¡i hil¬

ary of from $27 to i;U a week, »spends it all
and every fort night runs up a debt which i-»

almost »quai to his week's wages. It is not a

pICBBBBt topic foi Fourth of July «»»nsidera-

tion, but, for all that, VC »'onimend it as one

Which our citizens cannot too soon or too

seriously begin to study.

the eMail noys DAY.
Precisely why the lire-crack» i Î Why, indi »-«I,

th«- striduious Small Hoy who, with ventilated
appareil «nie suspender and nnsandaled feet,
Bccompaaicg tho _re**crackeg in its orbit <»f
thitne Î Why pop and tizz to-day mole than

any oilier 1 Why to-day more than any other
doth the Small Boy rage and grow violent and
touch off eierything that has noise in it, from
a papel torpedo to a lish-hnrii, and frighten
horses iiiiil gal asleep ob cnriivatonesi ami tear
his trouser-, anti burn oil' his ey« brows, ami
do all the ten thotisaii'l dreadful things tor

.Which the Small Hoy bag bun spanked » ver

.-ince he »Mine in vogue .' What relation has
lhe lin-i-iack» r to th«- Declaration of Inde¬

pendence ; or what tin- howling, linisc-liightcii-
mg Small Hoy ? The one is a Chinese inven¬

tion that his no earthly signifie,mee beyond
sputter ami pop.pray Heaven it may not be

;i sy nil» d of the Republic ; the othi r.the
¦-m ill Boy.hag bo rdatioa whatever with the
Déclarai ion of Independence: ho couldn't
even declare Ug inl» niions, and as for imlo-

[ii nilelice, he is lim most absolutely dip» ndeiit
creature in Natur»-.
Win» si.ud «1 this »'ombination of youth ami

s lit pi t it, of vocal haircloth uni the limbs of
th«- iiimt'ing-iaek, of fir.-, lizzie, and bang/
[g it poaaihlfi that the late John Adams
meant this sort ol thiBgwhen he made his
iihbi.it ii reinuk afton, the ringing ol bells,
dring of cannon, otc* 1 Perish the thought!
True, Mr. John (.'liney Ail-ims of Ma-»»ai hu-
sctts.known to the geatlesBCB who -btooccb«
sionally amused themselves and him by run-

niag lum fog Qoretueg by the endearing
tainiliaiity of ".lack'' Admis.not long agc
fldôted the r« mark of his great ancestor as a

finisher to the discussion of tlio celebration
of the Centennial ; bot wa doubt if Mr.
»lohn Qniacy Adams makes g propel bos

of the boues of his great grandfather, ll.id
the Ki vol m lonary Mr. John Adams not been
understood as indnlginB in a figure <»l speech,
or had it bit n supposed thal he gras proposing
liii-rall.» BUell ii eelelir.ition of the 'hi.v ¡i-< h.is

grown «mt ol' it, we might be sure that the
members "i g family so true to their tradi¬
tions gg the A damans would tare followed out
strictly Ins injinu tioii. Hut the Ad.uns family,
in this generation al bast, ig much moro die*
[ii... d to write for Tkt Nmtlt American I.'rrii.li¬
llian tO sit oil the »'Uib-stoiie ol' the Model
IJe; iililic ¡nid celebrate its natal d.iy with the
su«Id» u and unexpected torpedo or the loud and
aggressive cracker. It is well «'iioiigh for Mr.
John Q lim y Adams to say that the tir»--
cr.icker bumnCBB is the proper and legitimate
celebration, but wc doubt if any one erei taft
¡ia Adams oi his hue at any ago doing it that
wa?»
To be -ure, this isthe Small Boy's day; and

with »he Small Boy* nose and happiness,
patriotic enthusiasm and Chinese crackers,
are synonymous and » oim-rtioh' tenus. Cu»-
t.»iii has given it to him, ami we do not by
any means object. Ii ho wi-hes one d.iy in
th«- yeer and that the hottest to sit up nil
night so gg to "'usher in the day'' wi,h
imi-e-, to ¡u company himself with liio and
llame, concussion and reverberation, and to

wind BP all with WBBÎJBCBB, b'l-ters, and colic
.why, it's the Fourth o' July and a freo
country.we would not hiivo him intor-
f» r«d with. But one hundied years
of lie Blacken ought to bo enough
of that sort of celebration. After
l*«7fl would it not bo well to change the
order of things ami have the Small Hoy in¬
stinct, d BB to what tin- day signifies and what
its proper eel« biatlon mean-», inst» ad of letting
him loose upon society with his pniktts full
of explosives, to go snapping and »racking
through the str»'t ts, a terror anil g torment ?
For seventy nr eighty yiars this was all very
well; but the fire-cracker grows upon us.

Twenty or thirty years ago it was mitigated
som»IB hat by procédions and orations, mu¬

nicipal demonstration««, told Water Army c«-l«-
bratiotis, lfinoiiutle, peanuts, and spiuce beer;
but th» se have »-eased, ¡md we have nothing
now but pop, tizz, and bang from morning till
night ; and BBober-naiaded people».templat-
nig willi less »¦iitliiiM.isin, if not willi le.--« « on-

fideaee, the ti iii-, and i)«-rilsot lice government,
are beginning to »ry, "(.»ive us a less." .Mr.
John Adams was a good mau, a patriot, and a

statesman. But really it «loos seem to us that
he made th» mistake of his life.and not only
ltks but »nrybody el-n's lit«.winn he not on

foot the t'uo-crackir busintBBi
Cor milking these ninarks wo beg tin Small

I'.ov's pardon. He may bo «>tiende»l hy them
in th<- »lew and freshaCM <>r tho dawn, hut
their loree and reasoiiablen« >s will glow DPOB
him as tin- iliy glows obb i and hotter, and
he gets moro and mon- sleepy anil blister. «I,
and his fire-crackers m»»re Beatty run out, till,
winn his bl«-.sid bedtime comes, he will
admit the whole truth of them, and i» mark
t<» Ins mother, in tin- langu.ig»- ol th»- preacher,
"All is viuiity.''

Tin: nUWOEBJ of the he a russ.
Around unnuiiihei.-d homes to-night the

lighU of our iiiiini.il <»h biatlon grill glenn,
and «.ni the hoiinetopH bright stars of \i:lnl
hue* will Il.ish and go oui m the darkin-.-,-».
Momentary as our own fleeting livcg aro (he
Im-Aoiks of man's iiiiention, that |OBI iiito
tin» blue vault and glitter in their bli«-!' glory,
while the ctein.il lires of heaven shine on in

.unchanged m.ijenty. Yet among these eeles-
ti.il lires one has com,-, »o recent, s«» unsub¬
stantial, so couipiiiiitivily brief in the periixl
.luring which it will illuminate our sky, th.u

>' ; ! I «¦ hull [gi piojo al tgrx

terhny, and not to bo reckoned with the orbs
of space.
Let us sen then how the fireworks of heaven

Compel« with those of ear.h. In other col¬

umns there will be found an ext» ndird descrip¬
tion of tim comet, with a diagram of its

movement«, the extension of its tail, its placo
among the constellittions. From unknown

spa«'»' somewhere in the north and at B sharp
angle t<» the earth's orbit, it has come rushing
«lowii t<» give one gnldy whirl around
the sun and then dash back again into

the realm of Chaos an»l old Night. This »'ven¬

ing, though w«- see it so clearly, it is lifty-
tive million miles away. Of such dislBBSH BW

can tbrm BO »''inception. A cannon ball start¬

ing with an initial velocity of UM feet per

second, and never slacking its speeil, would
not traverse this space in six years. On this

very «lay the parti« l«s of matter (lowing from

the comet which are likely to surround the

earth within a fortnight, have just start«*«! OB

their baekwaid thght tioin the .-un. Anything
OB this earth traveling at a similar sp«« «I,

would Complete the distance from NcW-York
to Chicago in seven ininiit«'-«, and go around

tho WOlld three time-, in twenty-tour hours.

While every fresh observation iidils to the

probability tint this will be one of the ggOCt
miginlieeiit comets the world has «-ver seen,

aadealarges the possibility that the earth may
pass through some portion of »In- matter em¬

anating trom it. the I'.u'ts are als» accumulât
ing to prove that its ell'.-ct upon the earth
will be nlmost if not utterly impel« »pt ible.

It is now kn»)wn that after Riela'« comet split
itself in twain, the earth Ifl November, year
befofC hint, BBBOOd through one of tho dissev¬

ered portions, in that ease we penetrated the

head of th»'«'onief. which is unqUCgllOliably -ST

BMWedeaae than the ta:l. as ia shown both hy its
obedience to the law of gravity in BOB.inning
its COOne around tho I in while the tail is

living away lroin it, and bv the evidence
alford.d by spectrum analysis. Yet in thal
case th*- only cons« qui nee BOted w.is ¡i shower
of meteois that only profesional BfltlOBOBMN
Observed. 01 whatever impalpable substance
the tail «i Coggle, eoaict may consist, wc may
re»t BBBUHld th.it it cannot have UM -»Ugliest
inllinnoo OB OBI health or our fortunes, and
we shall never k11 »w whither it enwraps the

BBTth or not, except from the calculations of
astronomy. ___________________

THE NEW POSTM \s TI Uti EMERAL.

Vi.-sidetit Oiant might have ma»le a much
wo;s«- appointment than that of ex-ijov.
Jewell of Connecticut, to be Postmastir-
(ieneial. Mr. Jewel] dOBbtlCBB outs his ap¬

pointment to his relations with the President,
with whom be has been on terms of the most

<.ordi.il intimacy for many yeais, rather t.ian

to any special qualifications for the place.
Still be is a man ol' good character, un-

donbted personal Integrity, and practical
business talent, and will, without »loiiltt, ptOVC
an elliciont and «mrgeiic ulliier. His polititiil
experience in Bay prominent capacity dates
from the year W'S, when lie was the Repub¬
lican candidate foi Covernor of Conin-eticut,
and was defeated by Jaaee K. Baglish. He
was elected la 18W, defeated again by Mr. Eng-
lisli in tfftù, ami îeëlecteil in 1871 and «1071.
In 1873 ho declined a reiioniination, and a

little later was appoint« <i lliaistef to Bassin.
He has been diseharging the duties of that
position at St. Petersburg not «pute a year,
and the notii-e of his appointment found him
on the » ve of ii two months' have of ab», BOO.
Jiidiriug from big private IctterSi some of which
have been publish» »1 by indiscreet friends, the
duties of diplomacy »lid not suit his active
disposition,aad the recall from st. Petersburg
to a more congenial plue and a more active
life is BO doubt very gratifying to him. The
readiness of his acceptance iudieates entire
willingness to make the exchange ; indeed, he
made no secret beforo going abroad of his
preference for soim- Cabiaet position for which
his business habits and training tilted him,
rather than a diplomatic oftice for which he
distrusted his fitness.

If it bo true that I'r.-sident Grant conti iii

plates being a camlidute for reiioniination, the
«tb'ct of this appointment will bo to strengthen
his chances for -in ess. As a politician Qov.
»Jewell has been v» iv SOCCBBcfal, His opponents
have charged th.it he owed big SBCCOSS entirely
to his liberal DBB of money, but he has done
mole than use money. He very quickly
Kai mil the duties of his position as '»overnor,
and although he never had the tiber or the
stuff in bim for a reformer, or even a great
leader, ho possess, d in such largo degree the
qualities that give men popularity that he
«..uno very soon after his tirst entrance into
political life to bo the strongest man of his
party in the Stat»«. In the last two campaigns
tin- party has sullVr»-<1 from the want of his per¬
sonal popularity and shrewd management and
has bun beaten* lu tho position of Post-
ina-t«r-Qeaeral ho will lind a larger tiold for
the exercice of his talent as a political mana¬

ger, and if the Rr» sideut's programme involves
a third term he will bo of great service in
carrying out the details. Aside from that he
will make au excellent Pepartnnnt ollicer and
a discreet counselor. Without being a states¬
man, and indeed without possessing many of
the (nullifications generally esteemed neces¬

sary in an »»theo «»f the iniport.mce of Post«
mast« i-f ¡«'lierai, ho is still so mach suptrior
to the BVCnfe of Presidential appointments
that wo f»el entirely safe to eongiauilato the
Ritsident and the country upon ii.

Tin- fact that the tirst appointes', Mr. Hale,
only asked to bo allowed a few iv»-«-ks' time
to ncuperate his health before entering upon
the duties of the office, which was refused,
taken in connection with the further fact that
several weeks must elapse lxforo Minister
Jewell can reach Washington, the dutn-s
meantime being dischargc-d by a temporary
appoint»-»-, ex.itis some comment, but it may
not have any signilicai.ee. It is only possible
that the President may have taken alarm at
tho suggestions BOBCggaiBg Mr. Halo's rela¬
tions with ¡Speaker Blaine, and taken the tirst
opportunity to retnat. 1\ rhaps this feature
ol tim ii» »v appointiuctit will develop in the
COOne Of a fbW months.

HIE DINS fli HOVE.
Nothing in nature or society appears to have

so much specific gravity as the dinner hour.
It has sunk gradually down, taking a century
or two tor its deeoaat, ftom Eleven o'clock,
when it makes ¡tu Iii st appearance in history,
to Nine o'clock, the hour when »xtn-ine fashion
dims in London, (linen Elizabeth and her
»ourt dined at noon, and wo may trust that
the present Primo Minister of Fugland was
not giving a loyal world au erroneous impres¬
sion of the proper hour for dinner «hen 111
" I.othnir" he fixes the timo as "a lute eight."
This U tho lowest poiat y«t reached. The fash¬
ionable hour tor (lining iu Continental cities |g
much earlier, und thousand« of noble families in
(Jermauy and France adhere resolutely to their
two-o'clock dinner. Of course, the vast ma¬

tai 3 g1 ifl.\uJ__,il. Btp C _ me »^ Uuv vet,

what they ran «rot, aad at any hour which nu*
be convenient. Hut thero is throughout tha
well-to-do world, among tho people, wh.» »urn
enough "gooda laid up" to anuble th,-»n io
invito their soula to make of their dinner
som» thing moro than a mere. noc<«asity, ¡m ,.v¡_
dent tendency to postpone tho principal nu ,J
of the day to the evening, and as the |jf. .j
fashionable poopll becomes every y.ar ful!,.P
of varied occupation, to ¡l-s-gii ft later lnMr
for dining.

This is probably due not so »muh to t¡,,j
progress of luxury as to the gradual inrro¡m
of objects of interest to m<n of aealtB, \
few generations aga pi opie in soei. ty wi m

composed of tho clauses win» neither tn.;,4
nor spun, and to whom Hie advent, ot tia»
dinner hour was as welcome as it is on «I, »,.

lioard or in th.« countty. Aa appaieaily tm*
possible line 8( parated p opie of faahion fun»
those who did any regular or gainful WMtk,
And however agr»cable it may appc.r fn.a
the outrode, it is probable that meie daw.li,u ,f
even when enlivened by the pur-nt ()f
vvoiinn. docs not fill the day lilt." a 1*1 gular at -

cupation. Then are comp.uativ. ly fe v p
nowadays who have no1 hing to do, Uiat>
pecially unusual to lind anning those who
possess sufficient energy and arnbi'n.n i,

assume ami hold leading posilions m oodetjr,
any who are not imp» lied by t n oj r-.i to

qualities to active pan mp..lion in the .. ,,.

tical work of life. Those »»ho havn ii,hc:,t ,[
0/eiItb Î:!:" t-3 hifAmOM ii. <">r at I, 4
to cuijiloy it rationally. Those who ¦ata -

ciived from their purciifs im-iely .1 gin.I nan,»,

are inclined to gild it by their own exertion».
And in every conspicuous social (¡rile in th«
world, except perhaps ii: the Iii -t Santy,
th.« Court-Capables of Vicuna, you will fi.,|
among its leaders encig. tie pi opie \ih.i
have made their own names and th ir

own fortunes. Tim tenden.-y el the tim«

being to nn ad ive employment of th«
day, it If not surprising that most peaplg
prêter to fiui.th their day's work, vvh.ucei ¡|
may be, b. lore entering upon so .solemn ant
sei ions a business as a modern dinner now 1«.

It was one of our great historians who uni
that the dinner-p ir!y was tim highest e\pi. -¦-

sion of civili/. ilion j and when 070 0OOa»idi 1 tia

number of trade«, arts, and sciences wh 1

coiitjur to produce the daly result, ti.9
drosses, the plate, the furniture, the flower.»,
the viands, and the wines which are ko bo
seen in the modern form.ii diuaei, it will hu
hard to contest the apothegm.

l»ut there are some drawbacks in separably-
connected from this custom of late dunn«.
Two of the most evident are the gradual abo¬
lition k««rotlgh this me.ins of infoi.i .1 e?l i.!i»r
visits, and ihe startling tit-cad» nee of the Ku-
kIisIi Drama, lu Loudon the higher cl.ir»*ei
havo almost ceased to frequent the the itcr.

It is simply impossible to dine ;it cL-ht and gi,
to a piay the sann« evening, and «therefore ilia
people who habitually din.« at eight h.iva
ceased to go to the theater. Tin m.din
classes naturally follow the example of tin ir

betters and stay away; in f.i.-t one aUrai'ma

of places of amusement is t.iki n awaj a«Ma
the gentlefolks COOM to '-''>. The ])li.." s of ad«
mission ure too high for the masses. The < on-

sequenco is that tne theaters are Ulai
every night with a transient OtOXfi,
composed chiefly of tha population of
hotels. The same (.uises are operat¡n.' pow-
eifiilly ngiiust theaters in N'.vv-York, th>>ii,'h
in a less degree, us here the dinner-iio 11 n

still somewhat earlier, and the hotel popula¬
tion is not so much inferior to tlie eduatrv/
people of the city. The open is h^s aiv
than the stage; for while it remains Caah.oa>
ablei people are willing to dine a little i.ulicr
and moro simply. And yet, evi ti in !»'i-iv-
York, the first act of an opera is always sung
to B fall gallery lind empty boxes'. The effect
of late dining upon dramatic art id undeni¬
able, and is continu.illy iucicasing.

The woes of to-day are not all pyrotechnic. Ihon
will bo other explosions.oratorical catastro-ñu««
win. h unfortunately never bring distress upon tha
in-ui who are responsible for thom. Tho Bpffo (lis¬
tant contemplation of these rhetorical compound«, of
fulminates and patriotism is enoiitrh to atti 1 urht th«
most ardent lover of his 1 .tintiy. ITi aaTO a Mo
tory, to be sure, and ought to revere it, hut a boa it

is served up in the same quantities mid th-* sena

st;. le foal after foal, the happy hear.-r hours kOOjaoai
the «Scriptund injunction against "vain r> peti¬
tions." Every year we are called BfOO to
view that historic it«senil>lOaTO, ina.!.« familiar ia

every print-shop in the land, in which «. ..ral
score of hii*hly respectable toetloaooa OOOOObI tbeir
legs and displayed their highly respectable «lini«,
while a Committee to whom the artist was 1,,» __\
§tOt rous la the matter of shins reported tin; Du ..ira-

tiun of Iudepeudeuce; the battles of LexiiiKton kui
Monmouth and «Saratoga are vigorously fouirht ovrr
our swelt.mu and hel|>;.ess ln».l: -s Iîeneth.t Arnold
is caught and roasted for tha millionth time, and
every village orator savagely «tin up kho roals; wa

aro dragged on our perspiring way from Hankt-r
Hill to the Chesapeake, aud g,t fr. st-bitten a»

Valley l'orge and pocket Cornwallis at. Ï0BV
towu with equal iinlitlcrenco and résiliation;
and, all lu all, tlie Fourth of July ora'..r becoiueo
such a nore imliction ttiat if he would tiia
to the sound of his own music, this takiui* ».ii would
become him more than all the rest of his i.url. M«ur*v.

There are serious tpustion« of tlie day v Im li una
would think might challenge the att. ntr-n of
irpOOkon aud hearers ever» vvher.«. It is wall t" pet-
petoate the memory of those who gave bo oar«tn»*-
dom, bal mi-dit it not he vv. 11 o. OOOOOnally ko leeeio«
->h"tlier we have .is much as they nave us f 'Hil
rule of («irrupt and corruptible men m our ¡."hti'.s
the domination of pam the th padOtko f kal
1'nitcd Statea Senate, once ,1 pine and luitv budy,
the seeming movement ot the «»0001 It. ed of '»'lit«*

cians for a third t'iui, the oaaajoooioa al Stab Oov»
ernuients by the federal, the abaiiii.oiiiiciii ti kal
attempt la purify our Civ ii St» ice, the in.titl. 0 BOO
of the people to breaches of tru.sl ni puMu Ma, iot-

p..rate otiieeri».these and other thums as (!i*our-

aging mark tlie close of our first eeiiturv .<( iuttoiiavl
life. Are they nut worth tliinkim- alunit I

A curious example of the re-uilt of iov*4«ttfl 00 <.">»¦

idea is ko BO OH n in an article on povnl ir odoi '

in that church magazine called st '

Hu« 0 ntcr of the »aim- naturally argue-, v U>ll 0 ¦

favor of denominational st hool», pAMf lOlOfOO»-'
ask the Mate to endow them. Ihe pn.k'.v aad OO"

hai>[>v pat li that tbis would make to a V» ll»erniu:*
fan« 111 education is not visil.le to this aonoa» U"

aii/uiiient aiiiiinst secular liisiriictiou is a faunv "'«'*.

"The wits niav be sliai ¡iel ed," lie «a»«,
" bv th-»

ordinarv »»uimon school studies, hut that iiim'1*
reallv lie so mu. h the vvoi«,.« a» t.acliiiii: a would-!«»
ci iininal how-to avoid the oars. 11..** and i!.iiiisiti.-«a
ot 0 is-rfectly illiterate oiteinler. Modern cbeiiintr/
ami flevtiU »lis. oveii.l pdooOM MO kBO s«-.rt«t«ot
i(/M.-,i.tti liiurderors." Boligiotu adacotioB lo oat to

BO ad» .mud bj teasonuiK lilve this.

A tiewspajUT paru»rraph «tate« that the Fuip<«r»r
of t luna h.»»s ii.iiiinaiul.'d ¦ «oil.» turn te ho m »de »J
Chinese paaotvf i c.uiii.lct«« autholog- run-uua h««ï

t.. the earliest tim»*«, and till nur Jwi voliinie«. Con«;«-"

erina the ei|...n«ivo character of I'lillies»' priuimC
Hiid the feetintbty of Chinese literature, tin* vvill al

rather a «maller cxtrpud than we ahould have ei¬

lte, ted. We oaaaaaf that kaCI>lai.aooTorfo*kiM
ela»«, the perishable naturi» of poetical fame u» l>'u"

tuiually domoimtratod. It is lucky that tho bliva»»*

VhhhLniittpol -te<._7 «üiálflllf ~lt> : « l>»Jsi-wS.»» «- .»?*


